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S E R M O N, Ge. 


AINFUL as my feelings are upon this 


fad occaſion, and unequal as I am on 


many accounts to this ſolemn ſervice, I can- 
not however decline the duty to which you, 
my friends, have called me. The great re- 
ſpe& in which I hold the memory of my dear 
departed brother, and my cordial regards to 
his afflicted widow and family, and to this 
mournful congregation, oblige me to a ready 
compliance with your requeſt. We all need 
ſupport under ſo trying a providence ; nor is 
there a conſideration better adapted, with the 


B bleſſing 


y 
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bleſſing of God, to afford it, than that ad- 


dreſſed to the — | in a ſimilar 
ſituation, 5 


HE B. xii. 8. 


Jxsus CHRIST THE SAME YESTERDAY, 
AND TO-DAY, AND FOR EVER. 


V ICISSITUDE is written in ſtriking 
characters on all the affairs of the 
preſent life. Every object our eyes behold, 
every relation among mankind, and every en- 
joyment whether animal, intellectual, or re- 
ligious, is ſubject to fluctuation and change. 
But there are two concerns of this deſcrip- 


tion, which have been the occaſions of great 
affliction to pious men, and which the apoſtle 
ſeems to have had in his eye when he ſpake 
the language of our text: the one, the mor- 
tality of chriſtian miniſters ; and the other, 
the inſtability of many profeſſors of religion. 
Of the former he ſpeaks in the verſe preced- 
ing the text, and to the latter he refers in the 
words immediately following it. 

Remember them which have the rule over 


Yau, Who Save ſpoken unto you the word of God: 
whoſe 


1 
whoſe faith follow, confidering the end of their 
converſation : JEsus CHRIST THE SAME 
YESTERDAY, AND TO=DAY, AND FOR 
EVER. Be not carriediabout with divers and 
ſtrange doctrines. 

This ſacred aphoriſm, pronounced thus 
folemnly by the lips of an inſpired apoſtle, 
and in the connection juſt ſtated, was moſt 
happily adapted to conſole the Hebrew-Chriſ- 
tians, amidſt the pungent grief they felt for 
the deceaſe of their affectionate miniſters ; 
and to operate as a caveat againſt that verſa- 
tility and deſultorineſs in matters of religion, 
which through the influence of Jewiſh- 
teachers and other ſeducers prevailed much 
at that time. And the words may and ought 
to be thus applied on all ſimilar occaſions. 
Let us therefore conſider the import of this 
ſtriking propoſition in the text ;—the con- 
cluſions which naturally flow from it ;—and 
the practical uſes to which it is to be ap- 
plied. 

FirsT as to the import of the words. 

The propoſition in our text is couched in 
plain and eaſy teyms, and carries on the face cf 
tt the greateſt imaginable dignity and import- 
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ance. | Zefus Chriſt is the ſame yeſterday, and 
to-day, and for ever. 
To interpret Jeſus Chriſt here of the doc 


trine of Chriſt, is taking a liberty with the 
ſacred text, for which I can ſee no neceſſity, 
and which I think found criticiſm will not 
juſtify. The firſt idea that would occur to 
a plain man on reading the words is, that 
Jeſus Chriſt -:m/e/f is the ſame yeſterday, 
to-day, and for ever. This ſenſe of the paſ- 
ſage forms a much more natural antitheſis to 
the former verſe than the other. For ſurely 
it 1s a more natural and ſtriking ſentiment, 
that © miniſters are mortal, but Chriſt is 
always the ſame; than that © miniſters are 
dying men, but truth is always truth.” Be- 
ſides, what is here affirmed of Chriſt is no 
other than is aſſerted in many other paſſages 
of ſcripture. And the doctrine of his eter- 
nity and unchangeableneſs has a peculiar ſuit- 
ableneſs in it to conſole the mind under the 
particular kind of affliftion referred to. I 
ſhall therefore underſtand the words of Chriſt 
himſelf, as appears to me to have been the 
meaning of the inſpired writer. | 

* | 5 But 
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But it will be aſked, Who is Jeſus Chriſt? 


I anſwer, The ſame of whom the Hebrews 
had often heard, who ſome years before ap- 
peared in the character of a prophet, ſuffered 
death without the gates of Jeruſalem, roſe 
from the dead on the third day, and then 
paſſed up into heaven. Jeſus Chriſt, © the 
* Son of the living God, his only begotten 
Son, the brightneſs of his glory, and the 
*. expreſs image of his perſon * : every where 
ſpoken of as diſtinguiſhed from the Father, 
and yet poſſeſſing one common divine nature 
with him. Now of him it is aſſerted in the 
text, that he is eternal and immutable. 

He is eternal. Jeſus Chriſt is yeſterday, 
and to-day, and for ever. Terms which, 
when taken together, very naturally denote 
continued exiſtence, For if no more is in- 
tended by them, and by that other ſimilar 
phraſe, who zs, and was, and is to come, than 
what the words literally expreſs, the like 
may be affirmed of every man, yea of chil- 
dren in the earlieſt ſtage of life. But it is 
plain the apoſtle meant to ſay that of him, 


which ſhoyld diſtinguiſh him in point of ex- 


cellence and glory from all others. It is as 
* Mat. xvi. 16. John i. 14. Heb. i. 3. 
By 4 | 
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if he had faid, © There was no point of du- 
ration in which he did not exiſt, and none in 
which he will ceaſe to exiſt.” And I am the 
more inclined to think that this was his 
meaning, as the ſame ſublime ſentiment is 
expreſſed in many other paſſages, and in a 
variety of the moſt ſtriking language. He 
« was before Abraham, before the world 
„ began, before any thing was made, in the 
* beginning. His goings forth were from 
« everlaſting. And he will ever continue to 
* exiſt, the alpha and the omega, the be- 
* pinning and the ending, the ſame who is, 
« was, and is to come *.“ But this is not 
true of his human nature. That had a be- 
ginning. © He was made fleſh. As the 
* children are partakers of fleſh and blood, 
«© he alſo took part of the ſame. He took 
% not on him the nature of angels, but he 
*. took on him the ſeed of Abraham +.” 
Eternity therefore is to be attributed to his 
ſuperior nature only. He, the Son of G6d, 
is eternal. He exiſts yeſterday, to-day, and 
for ever. 


John viii. 58. ch. xvii. 5. ch. i. 1, 3. Micah v. 2. 
Rev. i. 8, + John i. 14. Heb. ii. 14, 16. 


He 


C 23 
"He is alſo immutable. Jeſus Chriſt e 
fame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. To 
this purpoſe his unchangeableneſs is oppoſed, 
in the firſt chapter of this epiſtle, to the 
changeableneſs of the heaven, the earth, and 
all created things. Thou, Lord, in the 
beginning haſt laid the foundation of the 
« earth: and the heavens are the works of 
„ thine hands. They ſhall periſh, but thou 
te remaineſt : and they all ſhall wax old as 
« doth a garment. And as a veſture ſhalt 


thou fold them up, and they ſhall be 


changed: but thou art the fame, and thy 


« years ſhall not fail &. But immutability 
is not, cannot be, attributed to him as a man. 


He underwent the like changes with others, « 


was an infant, a youth, and a man of ma- 
ture age. He was ſubject to ſickneſs, pain, 
and trouble; and actually ſuffered death, 
Immutability therefore, in like manner as 
eternity, is only to be underſtood of his ſu- 
perior nature. 

Now from the eternity and immutability 
of Chriſt, thus clearly expreſſed and authori- 
tatively aſſerted, there follow, 

* Ver. 10, 11, 12. 
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> SECONDLY, Concluſions moſt certain; ne- 
ceſſary, and important. As, | 
1. His true and proper divinity. 
How a mere creature ſhould be eternal 
and unchangeable is not conceivable, © The 
% Word, who was in the beginning, and 
* continues for ever the ſame, is God.“ 
And therefore he is to be divinely honoured 
and revered. ** Let all the angels of God | 
« worſhip him. Let all men honour the 
“Son even as they honour the Father, Let 
„ them with Thomas devoutly acknowledge 
% him God, and with Paul proclaim him 
« God over all blefled for ever. Let 
« every creature in heayen, and on the 
% earth, and under the earth, aſcribe bleſſ- 1 
* ing, and honour, and glory, and power 
te unto him that ſitteth upon the throne, 
“ and unto the Lamb for ever and ever *.“ 
Being thus eternal and immutable, and of 
conſequence God, he is to be implicitly be- 


lieved and confided in; to be loved with 
a moſt ardent and ſupreme love; and to be 


obeyed in all things with the moſt perfect 


— 


John i. 1. Heb. i. 6. John v. 23. ch. xx. 28. 
Rom. ix. 5. Rev. v. 13. ; 
4 cordiality. 
5 | 
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cordiality.— But he who is the ſame yeſter- \ 
day, to-day, and for ever, is Jeſus Chriſt: 1 
for the terms of the propoſition are convert- 
ible. From whence it follows, | 
2. That the deity united itſelf to huma- 
nity. 1 
This fact, which is a e from | 
the truth aſſerted in the text, is elſewhere 

& reported in terms the moſt clear, direct, and 

poſitive. © The Word who was in the be- 

* ginning, who was God, by whom all things 

s were made, and without whom was not 
yl * * any thing made that was made ; was made 
«« fleſh and dwelt among us. Chriſt Jeſus, 
* who being in the form of God thought it 
* not robbery to be equal with God; made 
« -himſelf of no reputation, took upon him 
** the form of a ſervant, and was made in 
* the likeneſs of men. And being found in 
* faſhion as a man, he humbled himſelf, and 
* became obedient unto death, even the death 
* of the croſs *. 

What amazing condeſcenſion, what ũnex- 
ampled philanthropy was this! Can we think 
of it, my brethren, ®without being loſt in 

* John i. I, 3, 14. Philip, It. 6, 7 8. £ 
wonder, - 


— 
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. 
wonder, love, and joy? What is man, O Lord, 
that thou art thus mindful of him, and the 
ſon of man that thou thus viſiteſt him? And 
how great are the obligations we are hereby 
laid under to his goodneſs ! The wealth of 
an archangel could not pay the debt. The 
debt can never never be diſcharged. To what 
immenſe dignity is our nature exalted by its 
union with deity Union with deity! An 
idea fo pleaſing, ſo intereſting, ſo marvellous 
as this, imagination in its utmoſt ſtretch could 
not preſent to the human mind. Think of 
this, O man, and be inſenſible if thou canſt 
to thine own importance. It was the Sche- 
chinah that was the glory of the . tabernacle 
and temple, and it is the Son.of God's fche- 
chinizing in human fleſh that is the glory of 
man. How highly favoured are we above all 
other creatures of God ! Angels look up to 
us with reſpect, felicitate us on our honour, 
and bid us venerate ourſelves. Yes truly, 
we are great, we are noble, we are god-like 
creatures | 1 

And yet this view of ourſelves hath no ten- 
dency to excite vain- glory. On the contrary; 
amidſt theſe contemplations, all flattering 
ideas 


1 

ideas of our own perſonal and independent 
merit, to which we are prone in a rapture of 
ſelf- love to pay idolatrous reſpect, all ſuch 
ideas, I fay, vaniſh into oblivion. Seeing at 
once the two extremes of human frailty and 
divine immutability united in our nature, we 
ſhrink to nothing under a conſcious ſenſe of 
our littleneſs, and at the ſame time aſpire to 
every thing that is great under a full perſua- 
fion of our importance. 

And ſurely no motive ſo noble, fo auguſt 
as this, could be propoſed to the human 
heart, to diſpoſe and animate it to the duties 
of virtue and piety. If God will indeed thus 
dwell with men, if he will unite our nature 
to his own, with what gratitude ſhould we 
dedicate ourſelves to his ſervice ! with what 
elevation of mind aſpire to his moral likeneſs ! 
and with what ardent deſire look forward to 
the everlaſting fruition of him in heaven! 
And our nature being thus ennobled, what 
generous ſentiments ſhould we cheriſh in our 
; breaſts towards each other ! and how chear- 
fully ſhould we exert our powers to promote 
the intereſts of all our brethren of mankind ! 

3- The 
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3. The eternity and immutability of Chriſt 
reflect a wonderful luſtre on his mediation, 
and render him perfectly capable of fulfilling 
the various and important duties of it. 

A Prophet of whom it may he aſſerted, 
that he is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for 
ever, is ſurely to be depended upon in all he 
ſays. Who would not wiſh to ſit at the feet 
of ſuch an inſtructor? His judgment is in- 
fallible, and his ſentence upon every matter 
deciſive. Neither Moſes, Daniel, nor Paul, 
who excelled in piety, wiſdom, and eloquence, 
were always the ſame. They perceived their 
ignorance, felt their weakneſs, and lamented 
their unworthineſs. Their light however 
glorious was borrowed, their powers how- 
ever extraordinary were held in abſolute de- 
pendence on the will of their Maſter, and by 
the grace of God they readily acknowledged 
they were what they were. But Jeſus Chriſt, 
to whom the perfections of deity are attri- 
buted in our text, hath every qualification 
requiſite to a prophet inherent in himſelf, 
and ſubject to no controul from without. 
He poſſeſſes a conſcious independence which 

gives 


1 
gives dignity, ſtability, and effect to his in⸗ 


ſtructions and decrees. 

Jeſus, the Son of God, is the High- Prieſt 
of our profeſſion. And being © a Prieſt after 
ce the order of Melchizedek, without begin- 
* ning of days or end of life,” he hath the 
qualifications of a Prieſt in their higheſt per- 
fection, and exerciſes them after ſuch a manner 
as cannot fail of ſecuring the object to be at- 
tained : ſo that it may be ſaid of him, his is 
* an unchangeable prieſthood *. How plea- 
ſingly venerable does his countenance appear, 
who is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for 
ever, while arraying himſelf in the prieſtly 
garments of humanity! We ſtand and gaze 
at him with. wonder, with the mitre on his 
head, the breaſt-plate on his boſom, and the 
cenſer in his hand ; and with joy we hear the 
golden bells around the hem of his garment, 
reminding us of the buſineſs wherein he is 
employed. We ſee him offering the ſacrifice 
without, and then pafling within the veil, 
and ſprinkling the blood before the mercy- 
ſeat: and while our eyes are fixed on him, 
thus officiating in all the glories of his ſupe- 
rior nature, we join an infinite number of 

* Heb. vi. 20, ch. vii. 3, 24. 


his 
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his faithful people, aſſembled around the altar 
of burnt- offering, in ſhouts of harmonious 
joy and praiſe The Lord hath ſworn, and 
* will not repent, Thou art a prieſt for ever, 
ce after the order of Melchizedek *.“ 

It is, my brethren, his eternity and immu- 
tability, with the other perfections of deity 
he poſſeſſes, that gives value to the ſacrifice 
he offered on the croſs, and inſures ſucceſs to 
his conſequent interceſſion in heaven. Be- 
hold the Lamb of God which taketh away 
the ſin of the world. Hear the great multi- 
tude around the throne of God above, whom 
no man can number, aſcribing falvation to 
him that ſitteth upon the throne and to the 
Lamb; and be aſſured beyond à. doubt, that 
our divine Saviour is able to ſave to the ut- 
termoſt them that come unto God by him, 
ſeeing he ever liveth to make interceſſion for 
them. The claims of juſtice are ſatisfied, 
the holy law of God is magnified, the baſis 
of his moral government, which the powers 
of darkneſs had in vain attempted to ſhake, 
is eſtabliſhed, an indelible mark of infamy is 
ſtamped on ſin, and the equity of the divine 


* Pf. ex. 4. 
admi- 
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adminiſtration ſecures to the penitent ſinner 
all that immenſe good, which mercy was 
ever inclined to. beſtow. ** Grace now reigns 
«through righteouſneſs unto eternal life, by 
«« Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. God hath thus 
declared his righteouſneſs for the remiſſion 
« of fin; and is juſt while he juſtifies him 
« 'who believeth in Jeſus *.“ 

View him further in the character of a 
King, for ſuch the man Chriſt Jeſus is, and 
fy what luſtre this radiant jewel in his crown 
caſts on his perſon, the throne whereon he 
ſits, and all the acts of his mild and equitable 
government. The Son of God, whom the 
Father hath anointed King, and ſet on his 
holy hill of Sion, is the ſame yeſterday, to- 
day, and for ever; as wiſe, as juſt, as benign 
and propitious to his loyal ſubjects, as atten- 
tive to their intereſts throughout his un- 
bounded empire, as able to reſtrain and con- 
quer his and their enemies, as he ever was. 
And when his mediatorial kingdom ſhall de- 
termine, having ſubdued all things to him, 
he will himſelf remain immutable and eternal. 
Once more, 


* Rom, iii. 25, 26. ch. v. 21 


4. This 


4 
4. This affirmation concerning Chriſt in 
dur text gives ſtability to the goſpel, and the 
glorious hopes and promiſes it affords. 
The ſcheme of ſalvation, in all the infi- 
nitely diverſified parts of it, muſt neceſſarily 
be carried into effect. Not one link of the 
golden chain can ever be broken. The love 
in which it originated is the ſame. The 
wiſdom which deviſed it is the ſame. The 
power that undertook the accompliſhment of 
it is the ſame. Chriſt, who is at the head 
of this diſpenſation of grace, hath a compre- 
henſive view of every thing relative to it; 
and hath provided for every poſſible contin- 
gent circumſtance that may ariſe. In him 
« are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and 
« knowledge *.” His piercing eye pervades 
the univerſe. The ſighs of the moſt obſcure 
faint, and the deep-laid machinations of the 
prince of darkneſs, are alike known to him. 
By what means the ardent love of his heart 
to the meaneſt believer is to receive its full 
gratification, amidſt the moſt complicated 
ſchemes from a thouſand quarters to defeat 
it, he accurately perceives; and the expe- 


* Col. ii. 9. 


dients 
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dients requiſite to render every ſqgret and 
open attempt on his meaſures abortive, are 
all within his reach. Eternity and immuta- 
bility are written in fair and legible characters 
upon every excellence, which adorns his per- 
ſon and renders him the object of the ſu- 
preme adoration and. love of the bleſſed aboye, 
Of his wiſdom and-power, his righteouſneſs: 
and truth, his clemency and love, it is equally 
true that they are unchangeableGe. 

Can then his goſpel, in which we have an 
exhibition of all theſe perfections concen- 
trated as it were in a point, ſo that we here 
« with open face behold as in a glaſs the 
«,.plory of the Lord *; can this goſpel, 1 ſay, 
be mutilated, changed, and deſtroyed ? Can 
this fair and noble edifice, founded in the 
immutable purpoſe of God, conſtructed in all 
its parts with the moſt admirable ſymmetry, 
raiſed by an exertion of power that draws the 
attention of angels to it, and completed after 
a model abſolutely perfect; can it receive im- 
provement from the aid of human. art and 
invention, or be laid in ruins by the hoſtile 
* 2 Cor. iii, 18, 


* attacks 
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attacks A pride 14 male volence? 161 is im- 

— | 
- Changes may ee in the natural and 
moral world. Princes may be driven from 
their thrones, kingdoms may be ſhaken to 
their very foundations, mighty ſtates and em- 
* may vaniſh into oblivion, the mountains 
y depart and the hills be removed, the ſun 
may fiy from his axis, the moon may be ar- 
reſted in her courſe, the ſtars may fall, and 
all nature become one univerfal wreck: but 
the goſpel can ſuffer no change, the ſcriptures 
cannot be broken, the promiſe of God muſt 
be fulfilled, and the counſels of love reſpect- 
ing his church, and every individual that con- 
ſtitutes it, be carried into full effect. God 
has often ſhaken the earth and the powers of 
it, and we hear him faying in his word, Yet 
* once more I ſhake not the earth only, but 
« alſo heaven. But the things which cannot 
* de ſhaken, of which deſcription is the 
kingdom we receive from the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the goſpel, which is the grand 
charter of its rights aud liberties, <<. theſe re- 
% main *”—remain unmoveable amidſt all 


; * Heb. xii. 26, 27. 
24s 5 * the. 
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the aſſaults of earth and hell. And if it be 
aſked, What is the reaſon, the ground, the 
ſecurity of our hope? the anſwer you have i in 
the' text—JzsUs CHRIST, THE SAME YES- 
TERDAY, TO-DAY, AND FOR EVER, © If 
«then an angel from heaven were to preach 
% any other goſpel to us, than that which 
Chriſt and bis apoſtles have preached, let 
him be accurſed “.. We proceed now, 


Turg pr, To confider the uſes to which 
the doctrine in our text may be applied. 
Many ae the changes to which we are all 
liable in the preſent life, as hath been juſt 
obſerved. But whatever the reſolutions may 
be-which at any time take place in our per- 
ſons and families, in the church of God and 
the world, however ſudden and unexpected, 
and with whatever pleaſing or alarming con- 
ſequences they may be attended ; the truth 
held up to our view in this diſcourſe will have 
a happy effect, if duly regarded, to animate 
us to our duty, to reconcile us to our troubles, 
and to inſpire us with tranquillity and joy. 
The aſpect it bears to a great variety of caſes, 
* Gal. i. 9. 
C 2 which 
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whieh might be profitably inſiſted on, we 
have not time particularly to conſider. ; We 
ſhall therefore confine ourſelves. to. the two 
objects which the inſpired writer ſeems to 
| had chiefly in view. 

* Be not carried about with divers and 
4 Fa doctrines . 

Many there were wf this deen in = 
primitive age of Chriſtianity, ſuch there have 
been in every age ſince, and ſuch there are 
in the preſent times. If you aſk me what 
theſe divers and ſtrange doctrines are? inſtead 
of entering into a particular detail of them, 
I ſhall content myſelf with juſt mentioning 
certain firſt principles, which if duly applied, 
will aſſiſt you in determining what they are 
and not fail to put you on your guard againſt 
them. The doctrines then that vacate and 
annul thoſe eternal truths on which the au- 
thority of ſcripture is built the doctrines 
which evidently tend to inflate the mind with 
pride, conceit, and ſelf-confidence, and to 
leſſen if not deſtroy our obligations to the 
duties of piety and benevolence ;—the. doc- 
trines which are built on ſuch a conſtruction 


* Verſe immediately following the text. 
I —— of 
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of ſcripture, as would not occur r to the mind 
of any plain and honeſt reader, and for 
which reaſon we frequently hear it applauded 
af the fruit of diſtinguiſhed wit and penetra- 
tion; the doctrines whoſe principal recom- 
mendation is their novelty ; in fine, all thoſe 
doctrines which militate againſt the propoſi- 
tion in our text, the grand hinge upon which 
the goſpel of Chriſt turns: all ſuch I cannot 
but think ſtrange doctrines, foreign to the 
ſcriptures, and 1 —— to men's — 
intereſts. 

Novelty, to which the leading idea in the 
text ſtands oppoſed, cannot ſurely be applied 
to the goſpel without manifeſt impropriety, 
indecency, and I will add abſurdity. Natural 
ſcience, it is acknowledged, is in a progreſ- 
five ſtate. © New diſcoveries are continually 
making. But they who would infinuate that 
the goſpel is a novel buſineſs, or at leaſt that 
a true ſtatement of it is a diſcovery reſerved 
to the preſent times, and in the courſe of 
things is yet further to be very materially im- 
proved; ſuch men do great diſhonour to the 
goſpel. It ever was, is, and ever will be the 
ſame. And although the modus of many 

C 3 facts, 
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facts, and of ſome doctrines built thereon by 
the expreſs authority of ſcripture, was never 
deſigned to be fully explained in the preſent 
life, and therefore jt is in vain to look for it 
to faculties incompetent to ſuch explanation; 
yet the goſpel. itſelf, wonderful as it is, is. 
clearly revealed in the Bible : and the very 
attempt to refine upon it, and make it pala- 
table to the vitiated taſte of depraved nature, 

may well induce a jealouſy of the evil we are 
here guarded againſt. Let us then, bearing 
upon our minds this great truth, that Jeſus 
Chriſt, and of conſequence his goſpel, is the 
ſame yeſterday, - to-day, and for ever, fee. to 
it that we are not toſſed to and fro, not tri- 
flingly amuſed, not vainly puffed up, not 
incautiouſly led aſide, by divers and ſtrange 
doctrines. And the beſt means to this end 
are, a diligent attention to the word of God, 
and “the having the heart eſtabliſhed with 
« grace . But it is time I turn your view 
to the, other practical uſe. to which the ſub- 
lime aphoriſm in our text is directed, "nl 
that is, 
iN Verſa after the gras. 
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2. A patient acquieſcence in the will of 
God, when the miniſters of this bleſſed goſ- 
pel are taken from us by death *. | 

Regard to our own intereſt, accompanied 
with an anxious concern for the cauſe of re- 
ligion, induces many painful feelings on theſe 
occaſions. But when we reflect that Jeſus 
Chriſt is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for 
ever; and of conſequence, that deprived as 
we may be of eminently uſeful miniſters, 
neither our intereſts nor hit cauſe can eſſen- 
tially ſuffer, for the one he will take effectual 
care of, and the other ſhall moſt certainly 
prevail, and gloriouſly triumph over all op- 
poſition; when we reflect, I fay, on theſe 
things, our minds are relieved and comforted, 
and with cordial ſubmiſſion we ſay, Let the 
will of God be done | This is the conſolation 
I with to offer you, my friends, on this 
mournful occaſion. It is ſolid conſolation, 
the nobleſt and indeed the only effectual 
conſolation that can be propoſed. May your 


thoughts dwell on this great truth | May you 
enter into the ſpirit of it! So will your coun- 


* Verſe preceding the text. 
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tenances aſſume a chearful air, and your de- 


jected minds become ſerene and happy. 
But affliction ought to be felt: it cannot 


otherwiſe be ſalutary. It is a debt too we 


owe the memory of our departed friend, to 
pour tears over his tomb. The bleſſed Jeſus 
wept at the grave of Lazarus, even though 
he knew his death would be quickly fruitful 
of the happieſt conſequences to him, his fa- 
mily, and the intereſts of religion. To aſſiſt 
your ſorrows therefore by calling up to your 
view the perſon, countenance, and attitude of 
our friend; his character, manner of life, 
anxieties, and joys; reminding you at every 
ſtep I take, that © Jeſus,” whom he fo af- 
fectionately loved and faithfully ſerved, “ is 
the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever; 

is not only allowable but expedient. 
Were I then to deſcribe him to you, ſtand- 
ing where I now ſtand, diſpenſing to this 
numerous audience, with heart-felt pleaſure 
and earneſtneſs, that goſpel, the ſum of which 
hath now been given you; and then ſaying, 
in effect if not in ſo many words, © I know 
* that ye all ſhall ſee my face no more;” 
were I thus to preſent him to your view, you 
| | would 
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would I am ſure,” like the Epheſian-Chriſ- 
tians at Miletus, « weep fore, fall on his 
neck, and kiſs him, forrowing moſt of all 
for the words he ſpake, that you ſhould 
indeed ſee his face no more *. But it is 
not to his perſon, his diction, his attitude 
only, that I would recall your attention, but 
chiefly to his character and manner of life. 
And how glad ſhould I be, pained as I am at 
my very heart for the loſs of ſo good a man, 
and ſo affectionate a friend, had I his pen, 
his lips, to do that juſtice to his memory, 
which ſome of you cannot forget he did on 
a fimilar occaſion to the memory of his ho- 
noured father f. We will however attempt 
It, 

Doctor Evans was the ſon of the reverend 
Hugh Evans, many years paſtor of this 
church, and colleague of the venerable Mr. 
Bernard Foſkitt. The ſon he was of his 
tender love and fervent prayers. The piety 
and abilities of that excellent man he inhe- 
rited, of which he gave early proofs under 


Acts xx. 25, 37, 38. 
+ In a Sermon on his deceaſe, entitled“ Hliſha's Ex- 
$ clamation,”? 
his 
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his | parental care and inſtruction. Of the 
warm and exemplary devotion with which: 
he took upon him a profeſſion of religion, 
| To church where I have the honour to 

preſide, it was my happineſs to be a witneſs. 
Having gone through the uſual courſe of 
ſtudies in the neighbourhood of London *, 
with the full approbation of able judges, he 
ſoon appeared in the character of a miniſter, 
with the hearty good wiſhes and prayers of 
the chriſtian ſociety to which he belonged. 
His talents, which were highly pleaſing and 
popular, were ſome time exerciſed in a con- 
gregation in the metropolis , to the great 
ſatisfaction of his judicious friends, who ſoli- 
cited his continuance among them. But at 
your earneſt and affectionate requeſt he re- 
turned to Briſtol, and after having preached 
about eight years among you, became col- 
league with his father in this church. 80 
that he was your miniſter about thirty-two 
years 4. 

* At the Diſſenting Academy at Mile-End, now at 
Homerton. 

+ Unicorn-yard, Southwark, | 

t He married in 1762 Mifs Sarah Jeffries, the only 


daughter of the Rev. Joſeph Jeffries of Taunton, So- 
merſet; 


CEC 
At his ſettlement I had the pleaſure of 
aſſiſting, and propoſing to his imitation the 
example of the apoſtle Paul, who ſerved. 
«6 the Lord with all humility of mind, and 
« many tears and temptations *. Jo ſerve 
the Lord, in this chriſtian ſociety, in the ſe- 
minary over which he preſided, and in his 
extenſive connections with the churches, I 
may venture to affirm was his grand aim, his 
perſevering object. That he ſerved him with 
humility is evident, among many other proofs 
that might be mentioned, from the ſtriking: 
tokens he gave of a diſpoſition, accompanied 
with the moſt candid and diſintereſted friend-; 
ſhip, to prefer others before himſelf. Nor 
need you be told that his ſervices, ever highly 
acceptable and edifying to you, were attended 

with many tears and temptations, 


merſet ; whoſe amiable character endeared her to all who 
had the happineſs of her acquaintance. By her he had 
five children, three of whom are now ſurviving, She de- 
ceaſed in 3771. In June 1774 he married Miſs Sarah Ha- 
zle, the daughter of a yery reſpectable family in Briſtol, and 
now his mournful relict.— In 1789 the Principal and Pro- 
feſſors of King's College in the Univerſity of Aberdeen, 
conferred on him the degree of Doctor in Divinity. 
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As a paſtor he was faithful, laborious, and 
affectionate. His preaching was evangelical, 
experimental, and practieal. His manner of 
addreſs was grave but not formal, animated 
but not affected, commanding but not aſſum- 
ing. And it pleaſed God to crown the word 
thus preached with great ſucceſs, as appears 
from the preſent flouriſhing ſtate of this nu- 
merous congregation. Over the affairs of 
the church he preſided with prudenee, can- 
dour, and ſteadineſs. He rebuked with all 
long- ſuffering, exhorted with all ſimplicity, 
and with a feeling heart adminiſtered comfort 
to the afflicted. 

But his labours, in the paſtoral office, were 
not confined to the houſe of God and the 
houſes of his friends. Many occaſional ſer- 
mons he publiſhed, and other tracts * in de- 
fence of the leading truths of the chriſtian 
religion. Particular mention ſhould here be 
made of his late Diſcourſes on the doctrine 


4 of a crucified Saviour, which you received 


at his hand with ſo much pleaſure, and which 


* His Ad lr to the ſerious and candid Profeſſors of | 
Chriſtianity ſhould here be particularly noticed, as it Was 
ſo well received: it paſſed through five editions. 


he 
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he preſented you and the world, as a memorial 
of his firm-attachment 'to that fundamental 
doctrine of Chriſtianity, the Atonement, which 
he had ever made the grand topic of his mi- 
niftry.,,/.So far was he from being aſhamed of 
the croſs of Chriſt, that he gloried in it; for 
it. had heen the power of God to his ſalvation, 

and to the increaſing joy of his heart. 
And- yet amidſt the zeal he felt for the 
truth, he knew how to exerciſe charity to- 
wards thoſe from whom he differed. He was 
no bigot, he could not be ſuch, for he well 
underſtood the rights of private judgment, 
was; ſenſible of, the weakneſs of the human 
intellect, and felt the difficulties of truly up- 
right minds on points wherein he and they 
could not agree. Every poſſible allowance 
therefore he was diſpoſed to make for the 
miſtaken reaſoning of others, not daring to 
attribute what he accounted error to a de- 
praved temper, without ſuch evidence of the 
fact as could not be reſiſted. And all who 
loved the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity and 
truth, of whatever denomination, he cordially 
embraced, anc was ever ready to ſerve to the 
utmoſt of his. power. Zeal and love, ſteadi- 
neſs 
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neſs and candour, ſeriouſneſs and chearfulieſs, 
integrity, I will add, and the moſt perfect 
frankneſs of temper, he conſidered not only 
as reconcileable, but as virtues which reflect 
a real glory on each other. With theſe his 
profeſſion as a chriſtian and a miniſter was 
adorned, while his general character was held 
among all ranks of men in the higheſt reſpect 
for probity, honour, and benevolence.” 

Imperfections he doubtleſs had, but they 
were of ſuch a kind, and contraſted with ſuch 
real excellencies, that they who knew him 
required but a moderate degree of candour to 
overlook them. And although, on ſome 
extraordinary occaſions, he'might in a ſmall 
degree be carried beyond that evenneſs of 
temper he aimed always to preſerve, yet ſuch 
warmth could produce only a tranſient effe& 
upon their minds, who had continual” proof 
before their eyes of the generous principles 
which uniformly governed his conduct. The 
reſtraints however he laid on himſelf, im ſome 
ſituations of peculiar trial, did fingular ho- 
nour both to his good ſenſe and piety. © 

In ſuch manner did he demean himſelf as 


a chriſtian miniſter and paſtor of this church. 
Permit 


1 

Permit me, before I paſs on to the other re- 
lations he filled in life, to addreſs the people 
of his charge in a few words of ſympathy and 

exhortation. 
. Thoſe of you, my dear friends, while heads 
now begin to- be filvered with age, well know 
his manner of coming in and going out among 
you, from the earlieſt ſtage of his miniſtry to 
the cloſe of his life. And I am perſuaded the 
impreſſions made on your hearts, by his fer- 
vent zeal, by his tender ſympathy with you 
in your ſorrows, by his cordial friendſhip, and 
by his prudent and exemplary conduct, will 
not ſoon be eraſed. No. I ſee the filent 
tear fall from your eyes, and can eaſily ima- 
gine from my own ſenſations what are the 
painfully-pleaſing feelings of your hearts. He 
loved you and you loved him. May his me- 
mory be embalmed in your boſoms with a 
fragrance that no length of time can diſſipate 
And you, my young friends, who received 
your firſt religious impreſſions from his awa- 
kening miniſtry, for whom he travailed iti 
birth till Chriſt was formed in you, and who 
were initiated by his kind hand into the ſchool 
of your divine Maſter ; your ſorrows abound, 
In 
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In the language of Thomas to his fellow= 
diſciples you are ready to fay, © Let us go and 
,die with him *. Depriyed as you are of 
your ſpiritual father, your able inſtructor and 
guide, you may be allowed to, weep. But let 
not your ſorrow exceed its due bounds. Re- 
member, your tears, if turned into a right chan- 
nel, will become occaſions of joy. Conſecrate 
therefore, I beſeech you, that grief you feel 
on this occaſion to the glory of God, and your 
own furtherance in real piety. The frequent 
remembrance of thoſe devotional exerciſes of 
your hearts under his miniſtry which gave 
birth to your profeſſion, will be of no ſmall. 
uſe to you in the future courſe of it. 
With you all, my friends, I heartily ſym- 
pathize. Your loſs is great, very great; but 
Oh ! how great is his gain ! It is greater, fac 
greater, than words can deſcribe or heart con- 
ceive. Methinks I hear him bid you wipe 
up your tears, kindly adding in the language 
of his divine Maſter when he took his leave 
of the apoſtles, © If ye loved me you would 
« rejoice, becauſe I ſaid I go unto the Fa- 
« ther +.” But you have this further cauſe 


John xi. 16. + John xiv. 28. 
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of joy, on which I would wiſſi you to dwell 
in your meditations, I mean the conſideration 
that © Jeſus Chriſt is the ſame yeſterday, 
«© to-day, and for ever.” He changes not. 
He pities you, and in his own good time will 
ſend falvation to you. The place of his faith-" 
fol ſervant, whom he has received to the arms 
of his mercy, he can and 1 truſt will ſoon 
ſupply with a paſtor after his own heart, who! 
ſhall feed you with knowledge and under- 
ſtanding. To that end let me entreat you to 
cultivate the moſt cordial friendſhip and una- 
nimity among yourſelves. Beſide tlie advan” 
tage which will reſult thenes to yourſelves, you 
will thereby give the faireſt proof, to all whoſe 
eyes are fixed upon you at this juncture, of 
that real affection you bear to his memory, 
whoſe departure, amidſt theſe enſigns of death, 
you fo feelingly lament. I beſeech you alſo 
to pour out your united fupplications to God 
for a large effufion of his Spirit upon you 
all; and may that fervency accompany your 
prayers, which fo remarkably and pleafingly 
diſtinguiſhed his on many occafions of ſocial 
worſhip ! Be thankful that he was continued 
ſo long among you, and that you reaped fo 

D much 
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much real pleaſure and advantage from his 
enlivening and edifying miniſtry. In fine, 
© Remember him that had the rule over you, 
*. and who ſpake to you the word of God, 
and follow his faith, conſidering the end 
* of his converſation *. 

A word I muſt alſo addreſs to thoſe who 
have long attended his miniſtry, but, alas! 
remain ſtill ſtrangers to the vital power of 
religion. Would to God that his death may 
be the happy mean of effecting that, which 
neither his convincing reaſonings nor his 
warm expoſtulations could compaſs! an ob- 
ject which he had much at heart, and which 
will I doubt not, when you come to have a 
right ſenſe of things, greatly endear his me- 
mory to you. Call to mind the ſolemn truths 
he held up to your view, to'awaken you to 
a ſerious concern for your everlaſting ſalva- 
tion; the powerful arguments he urged upon 
you, to diſſuade you from the ſervice of ſin 
and ſatan; and the affectionate terms in 
which he repreſented to you the tender com- 
paſſions of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt for the chief 
of ſinners, and the unſearchable riches of his 


a Verſe before the text. 
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grace. And ſeriouſly conſider with yourſelves 


what an awful account you will have to give 
at the tribunal of the great God, if you ſhall 
be found to have treated all theſe things with 
negligence and contempt. But I hope bet- 
ter things of you, and things that accompany 
ſalvation, though I thus ſpeak. May you 
behold his face on that great occaſion with 
Joy and not with grief, and ſhare with him 
in thoſe unutterable pleaſures, to the enjoy- 
ment of which he ſo ardently wiſhed to be 
the happy inſtrument of conducting you 


Hitherto we have conſidered Doctor Evans 
in the characters of a Chriſtian Miniſter and 
Paſtor, let us now view him in that of a 
Tutor. His good ſenſe and piety, the edu- 
cation he had received, his acquaintance with 
men and things, and the knowledge he ac- 
quired by diligent ſtudy and reading, all hap- 
pily qualified him for this important office. 
A ſeminary for the inſtruction of pious young 
men for the miniſtry, had been long eſta- 
bliſhed in this city. But the reſpectability 
to which it quickly aroſe, upon his entrance 
on this department, was owing both to his 

"6 | generous 
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generous and indefatigable exertions among 
his friends, and to the great ability, prudence, 
and diligence with which he prefided over 
this excellent inſtitution. The improvement 
of thoſe committed to his care in uſeful lite- 
rature, particularly in thoſe branches of it 
which with the bleſſing of God might render 
them acceptable preachers of the word, was 
his earneſt wiſh ; and his inceſſant labours to 
that end were crowned with no ſmall ſucceſs. 
His fanguine expectations may indeed in ſome 
inſtances have been diſappointed, yet he had 
the happineſs of ſeeing many churches, in the 
neighbourhood and at remote diſtances, ſap- 
plied from hence with able and ſucceſsful 
miniſters. Nor will thoſe worthy and uſeful 
men eaſily forget the obligations they owe to 
his excellent inſtructions and wiſe counſels, 
all which they received from him, as with 
freedom and faithfulneſs, fo alſo with fervent 
piety and endearing friendſhip. 

The perfe& harmony, too, which ſubſiſted 
between him and a neighbouring miniſter 
lately deceaſed, who aſſiſted in the academy *, 
reflected no ſmall honour upon them both, 


* Rev. James Newton, 


while 
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while. it contributed greatly to the ſucceſs of 
the grand object they mutually had in view. 
The deceaſe of that valuable man was one 
among the many affliftions which deeply 
wounded his heart. They are now, alas! both 
removed, and we deeply lament the almoſt 
irreparable loſs, God can, however, and it 
is our earneſt prayer that he will, ſupply the 
places which they with ſo much honour filled 
in this uſeful inſtitution, by men endowed 
with the like gifts and graces which qualified 
them for theſe important ſtations ! . 
May you, my young brethren, who by 
this affecting providence are deprived of your 
generous patron and able inſtructor, be com- 
forted under your heavy loſs with the con- 
ſideration, that ** Jeſus Chriſt is the ſame 
« yeſterday, to-day, and for ever.” That 
God who has taken away your maſter whom 
you dearly loved from yOurhead, knows how 
to pour a double ,portion of his Spirit upon 
thoſe whom he may raiſe up in his room. 
Call frequently to your remembrance the 
many ſeaſonable inſtructions he daily gave 
you, the many fervent prayers he poured out 

for you, and the edifying example he ſet you. 
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And may that affection which you wiſh to 
expreſs in every poſſible way for his character 
and memory, be an additional motive to thoſe 
more noble ones of zeal for the glory of God 
and the good of men, to ſtimulate you to the 
moſt diligent exertions, in the proſecution of 
your further preparatory ſtudies for the mi- 
niſtry. So may you, my dear friends, having 
received that ** unction from the holy one 
* which teacheth all*things , appear with 
diſtinguiſhed luſtre in the chriſtian church, 
and © approve yourſelves workmen that need 
% not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the 
« word of truth.“ 


And now after what hath been faid of this 
excellent man, in the characters of a Chriſtian 
Miniſter and Tutor, it might naturally be 
ſuppoſed I ſhould have little further to add 
reſpecting his exertions in publick life. But 
it is otherwiſe. He conſidered himſelf as 
moving in a larger ſphere than hath been 
deſcribed, and was diſpoſed to embrace every 
opportunity that offered of glorifying God 
and promoting the good of mankind. Op- 

1 John ii. 20, 27. + 2 Tim. ii. 15. 8 
portunities 
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portunities indeed he ſought, and, favourable 


ones ariſing, he was ever ſolicitous to improve 
them to the purpoſes juſt mentioned. Among 
the many ſchemes he meditated for the pub- 
lick good, thoſe of erecting and ſupporting 
ſchools for the inſtruction of deſtitute chil- 
dren, and clothing them “; and of building 
places of publick worſhip in neighbouring vil- 
lages +, deſerve to be particularly mentioned. 
In theſe offices of benevolence, fo intereſting 
to civil ſociety and to the welfare of indivi- 
duals, he laboured with great zeal and acti- 
vity. And while he ſtirred up others to their 
duty, he failed not himſelf to ſet them an 
example. A narrow ſordid ſpirit he abhorred : 
on the contrary, as he loved ſo he deviſed 
liberal things. Hoſpitality flouriſhed in his 
houſe,: and the aſſiſtance he chearfully afford- 
ed to the poor, and to many uſeful ſchemes 
and inſtitutions, received a check from no 
quarter but the duty he owed his * and 


ſcarcely from that. 


* Broad-Mead, Briſtol; Downend, ind Mangots- 
field, near Briſtol. | | 


17 Downend, Thornbury, &c, 
| 28 
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In the ſervice of the churches far and wide, 
and-eſpecially in the weſt, he exerted himſelf 
with ardent zeal and indefatigable diligence, - 
Of him it might be truly ſaid, that © the care 
«of the charches came upon him daily — 
eare to ſupply thoſe of them which were 
deſtitute with ſuitable miniſters ; to procure 
temporal aſſiſtance for ſuch as were in deep 
poverty; to give advice upon queſtions of im- 
portance ; and to compoſe differences, which 
tended to reflect a diſhonour on religion, and 
unhappily obſtructs its progreſs. © Who was 
« weak, and he not weak? Who offended, 
and he burnt not ? Many long and 
weary journies did he take to ordain miniſters, 
to meet his aſſociated brethren, and in con- 
currence with them to forward, by preaching 
and other ſocial exerciſes, the cauſe of-truth, 
piety, and love. But he did not always meet 
with thoſe returns which might naturally be 
expected. On ſuch occaſions, however, ho 
ſilently wept, committing his cauſe to God, 
and indulging no undue reſentments againſt 
thoſe who had failed in regard of affection 
and candour, as well as of that reſpect with 


* 2 Cor, xi. 8. + Ver. 29. 
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which in point of common decency they 


ought to have looked up to him. But he 
was not to be diſcouraged by any of theſe 
painful circumſtances, not by the unkindneſs 
of brethren, nor by the abuſe of determined 
adverſaries, from purſuing the path of duty, 
however rough, which Providence had marked 
out for him. 

He often recollected the cgndu& and ex- 
ample of the apoſtle and his brethren in the 
miniſtry : nor could he eaſily forget what was 
their language under circumſtances of pecu- 
liar diſcouragement. Giving no offence, 
* fay they, in any thing, that the miniſtry 
* be not blamed; in all things we approve 
c“ ourſclves as the miniſters of God, in much 
« patience, in afflictions, in neceſſities, in 
« diſtrefles, in ſtripes, in impriſonments, in 
6 tumults, in labours, in watchings, in faſt- 
« ings; by pureneſs, by knowledge, by long 
« ſuffering, by kindneſs, by the holy Ghoſt, 
e by love unfeigned, by the word of ps 
e by the power of God, by the armour of 
* righteouſneſs, on the right hand and on 
* the left, by honour and diſhonour, by evil 
«« report and good report: as deceivers, and 
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* yet true: as unknown, and yet well 
« known: as dying, and behold we live: 

e 2g chaſtened, and not killed: as ſorrow- 
4 ful, yet alway rejoicing: as poor, yet 
% making many rich; as having nothing, 
« and yet poſſeſſing all things . And 
however he was at times almoſt ready to 
faint, of which ſome tender expreſſions. in 
his correſpondence with me will not be eaſily 
forgotten ; yet by the grace of God reſuming 
his wonted reſolution, he could add, None 
« of theſe things move me, neither count I 
% my life dear unto myſelf; fo that I might 
* finiſh my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry 
* which I have received of the Lord Jeſus, 
* to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God +.” 

One affliction however he met with in the 
cloſe of his pilgrimage, which rapidly expe- 
dited the moment of his receiving a bright 
crown at the hand of Jeſus his righteous 
judge. But deeply wounded as was his 
heart, fraught with exuberant and diſinte- 
reſted friendſhip, no wound given, -whether 
intentionally or otherwiſe, could reach his 
name, which had been rendered dear to all 


2 Cor. vi. 3—10. * + Akts xx. 24. 
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who knew him by a ſteady courſe of virtuous 
and benevolent actions. Yes. He felt the 
wound. He predicted the event. The laſt 
enemy he ſaw making haſty ſteps towards 
him. But he was prepared to meet him. 
Often had he expreſſed to me his wiſh to be 
gone, to recline his weary ſoul on the boſom 
of Jeſus, to- join affociated angels and faints, 
and to drink at the fountain head of thoſe 
living ſtreams which make glad the city of 
God. 

In the interval between his firſt a 
ſeizure and that which put a period to his 
life, he had the poſſeſſion of his reaſon, al- 
though a general languor prevailed over his 
frame. Great was the calmneſs of his mind, 
the gentleneſs of his ſpirit, and his patient 
acquieſcence in the will of God; and with 
no ſmall pleaſure do his family recolle& the 
pious and affectionate intercourſes that fre- 
quently paſſed between him and them during 
his illneſs. Such was his concern to do good, 
that in the weak ſtate he was a few days bee 
fore his deceaſe, he dictated a letter to a young 
friend and relation at a little diſtance, in terms 
which give a pleaſing idea of the devout, 
tranquil, and benevolent frame of his mind. 

| The 
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The cordial and tender manner / likewiſe in 
which he often expreſſed his forgiveneſs of 
the injuries he had received, made a deep 
impreſſion on the hearts of thoſe who at- 
tended him ; the remembrance of which, as 
it affords a ſtriking evidence of his piety, they 
cannot but wiſh to retain, while at the ſame 
time they ſincerely wiſh to forget the injuries 
themſelves that were the occaſions of it, 
Io ſuch a degree of ſtrength and vigour 
he recovered, in the courſe of about two 
months, from his firſt attack, that we began 
to flatter ourſelves with the hope, that it was 
the will of Providence he . ſhould not only 
ſurvive, but reſume his former ſtation of 
active uſefulneſs. God however, in his infi- 
nite wiſdom, had determined otherwiſe. On 
a ſudden the ſhock was repeated, and left 
him for two days in a ſtate of inſenſibility ; 
at the cloſe of which, the ninth of Auguſt, 
he gently fell aſleep in Jeſus, in the fifty- 
fourth year of his age. An age at which, 

in the courſe of nature, his continuance for 
ten or fifteen years longer might have been 
expected. In a ſenſe however he might be 
ſaid to have attained this laſt term, if we 
meaſure his life, not by the efflux of time, 


. but 


1 
but by the variety and multiplicity of his 
active exertions for the glory of God and the 
good of mankind. 


And now having affectionately wept with 
che dear people of his charge, with our young 
brethren of -whoſe ſtudies he had the direc- 
tion, with many a weeping church, and many 
a weeping friend; let us all mingle our tears 
with thoſe of his ſurviving family, his nus 
merous relations, and eſpecially his deeply 
afflicted widow and children. Were it not, 
my friends, for the danger of touching too 
ſtrongly your feelings, and giving a too ſharp 
accent to your ſorrows, I might go out in a 
deſeription of the virtues he exhibited in each 
of theſe relations, of which you have had 
many endearing proofs. To ſay to you who 
had the honour to derive from him, that he 
tenderly loved you, and was ſolicitouſſy con- 
cerned for your temporal welfare, is to ſay 
no more than is true of moſt if not all others 
in the like intimate connection. But when 
I remind you of his ardent wiſh and uniform 
endeavours to promote your beſt and ever- 
laſting intereſt, you have then in your recol- 
lection the nobleſt proofs of genuine affection 
07 4 ' 107 al 
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and * cordial friendſhip. But need I remind 
you of theſe things? Methinks I have little 
occaſion to do it now your minds are in ſo 
tender a ſtate. You cannot forget, to uſe 
the language of ſcripture, how affectionately 
defirous he was of you ; how willing to have 
imparted to you his own ſoul, becauſe ye 
were dear to him ; and how earneſtly he ex- 
horted you to niind the grand concern, and 
to walk worthy of the religious privileges you 
enjoyed. Theſe his efforts on your behalf, 
accompanied with earneſt prayer to God, 
have I hope produced on your minds a falu- 
tary effect. If ſo they will not fail to endear 
his memory to you. And it cannot but give 
you pleaſure to reflect, amidſt your painful 
feelings on this fad occaſion, that your affec- 
tionate and dutiful carriage towards him, of 
which he was pleafingly ſenſible, afforded him 
great comfort amidſt the many anxieties and 
labours of his public ſtation. May his wiſhes, 
in their utmoſt extent, be realized in every 
one of you ! May that piety which warmed 
his heart and governed his life, dwell richly 
with all its powers and conſolations in your 
breaſts! And may your lives exhibit to all 
around you a fair copy of that example he 
ſet you | To 
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Jo the mournful refi& of our dear deceaſed 
friend, it remains that I addreſs a few words 
of ſympathy and conſolation. Your affliction, 
my dear Madam, is very great. A friend 
you have loſt in whoſe ſociety you enjoyed 
many intellectual and religious pleaſures; a 
friend ever ready to counſel, aſſiſt, and com- 
fort you; and a friend on whoſe arm you 
hoped to have gently leaned, while ſloping 
the remainder of your way down the hill of 
life. But though deprived of ſo great a bleſſ- 
ing, you have many conſiderations of a con- 
ſoling nature to reconcile you to your los; 
Beſide the reflection that all his ſorrows are 
at an end, and that he is ineffably and eter- 
nally happy, you have the pleaſure to reflect 
that it was ever your unremitting concern to 
ſoothe his cares, to animate his zeal, and to 
promote his uſefulneſs as he paſſed to that 
bliſsful ſtate. And it is your happineſs alſo 
that his family, which were ſo dear to him, 
are diſpoſed by motives of affectionate attach- 
ment to yourſelf, as well as the duty they 
owe to his memory, to contribute all in their 
power to your comfort the remaining part of 
your pilgrimage on earth. And above all it 
ſhould afford unſpeakable joy to your heart 

to 
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heart to reflect, that ſeſus Chriſt is ever the 
fame, and that you may therefore aſſuredly 
hope his kind hand will ere long ſafely con- 
duct you to thoſe manſions of eternal bleſſed- 
neſs, whither he and many others of your 
relatives and friends are already arrived. 

To eloſe the whole. May we all be ſen- 
fible of the brevity and uncertainty of human 
life, and of the great importance of being 


prepared for death]! May we be followers of 
them who through faith and patience are now 


mheriting the promiſes ! May their departure 
hence whom we dearly loved, have a happy 
effect to weaken our attachment to this vain 
world, and to accelerate our progreſs to a 
better! May we on all ſuch occaſions as theſe 
endeavour patiently to acquieſce in the will 
of God, knowing that he cannot do wrong! 
And may we aſpire to a ſtill nobler height of 
devotion, even that of glorying in tribulation, 
to which a firm perſuaſion of the great truth 
aſſerted in our text is capable of elevating 
us—)EsUs CHRIST, THE SAME YESTER- 
DAY, AND TO-DAY, AND FOR EVER. 
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N vain we aſk for information from the 
1 light of nature, concerning the entrance | | 
1 of ſin and death into our world: we are left 
in the dark, and are utterly at a loſs how to 1 
account for it. But revelation informs us | 
fully on theſe heads. From thence we learn, 
that © by one man fin entered into the worid, —_ 
* and death by fin: and ſo death paſſed upon * 
“ all men, for that all have finned,” Death "I 
entered as the deſert of fin. Man was capa- 
ble of dying, as fad experience proves; yet 
nothing from without or from within could 
' ſubject him to death without fin. 
E 2 And 
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And death came into our world as the effect 
of the divine appointment reſpecting ſin: this 
is made known by revelation, and the execu- 
tion of the decree, It is appointed for man 
* once to die.” This appointment is uni- 
verſal, and not to be repealed: one gene- 
*« ration paſſeth away, ayd another generation 
* cometh.” We are inſtructed by the ſcrip- 
tures to conſider death as the ſentence of the 
law. | | 
The triumphs of death are vaſt and exten- 
five; not one of the ſons and daughters of 
Adam eſcapes his all-conquering arm. We 


are called to endure much as we march on our 


way to the grave, and our feelings are moſt 
ſenſibly touched) when required to attend the 
remains of our friends thither ; eſpecially if 
they have been agreeable and uſeful to us, 
and to others, and moſt of all ſo if they have 
been like our dear deceaſed friend. 

He deſcended from a line of pious anceſ- 
tors, both by father and mother; among 
whom were ſome eminent miniſters. He 
was blefled with good natural abilities, which 
diſcovered themſelves in early life, and in- 
elined his dear Father to give him a liberal 


education, 
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education, earneſtly praying . that he might 
ſerve God in the Goſpel of his Son. And 
when ſerious impreſſions made their appear- 
ance, which they did in early life, and gave 
evidences of a divine change ; his father and 
other religious friends were led to hope God 
had deſigned him for the ſervice of the ſanc- 
tuary. From that time his application and 
improvement were manifeſt, until his prepa- 
ratory ſtudies were finiſhed. 

Thus prepared by a courſe of academical 
learning ; bleſt with a heart-felt experience 
of the power of grace; warmed with zeal 
for the glory of God, a fervent love to the 
ſouls of men, and a deſire to be uſeful in the 
church of Chriſt, he entered upon his public 
work. And he ſoon diſcovered himſelf to be 
an able miniſter of the New Teſtament ; not 
of the letter, but of the ſpirit. His labours 
in this carly ſtage of his life, met with ge- 
neral acceptance, and he was frequently called 
to preach, His induſtry was great, and his 
improvements were in proportion. 

He was poſſeſſed of real candour. The 
rights of private judgment, which he well 
underſtood, were in his apprehenſion ſacred. 
| 1 3 But 
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But he was not indifferent to ſentiment. He 
would with ſevere inveſtigation examine and 
judge for himſelf; and when once his opi- 
nion was ſettled he made no ſecret of it, but 
would preach it without reſerve ; and if op- 
poſed would defend it, but was ſtill himſelf 
open to conviction. 

The - benevolence of his diſpolition was 
ſuch as led him with great readineſs to do 
every office of kindneſs to others in his power: 
he did not wait for repeated ſolicitations, nor 
think himſelf happy if he eſcaped an appli- 
cation; but was foremoſt with his advice, 
his purſe, and his prayers, 'in every deſign 
calculated to relieve the indigent, inſtru the 
ignorant, give caſe to the pained, and health 
to the ſick; to ſoothe the miſeries of age, 
and reſcue giddy youth from the early habits 
of vice. All theſe offices were attended with 
labour and expence to himſelf; nor did he at 
all times meet with the returns of gratitude 
that might be reaſonably expected. 

He ſoon became popular, and was well at- 
tended when he appeared in publick. God 
giving teſtimony to the word of his grace, 
many felt the faving power of the Goſpel, 
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were turned from darkneſs to light, from the 
power of ſatan to God; and were built up in 
faith and holineſs. His popularity was not 
the effect of novelty} nor the reſult of ſuper- 
facial attainments: this was fully evident, for 
it was not the blaze of a few months, but 
continued to the end of his life and miniſtry. 

You who have for many years enjoyed the 
benefit of his miniſterial talents know, that 
his preaching was ſolid and judicious, the 
fruit of mature thought and labour. He did 
not offer to God that which coſt him nothing, 
he could not allow himſelf in idle neglects, 
or unguarded liberties, where the honour of 
divine truth and the good of ſouls were con- 
cerned. His manner was grave and ſerious, 
and you that ſat under his miniſtry ſtatedly 
will remember, that upon awakening and 
important ſubjects he was ſolemn and awful, 
ſo as to engage the attention and affect the 
hearts of thoſe that heard him. His ſubjects 
were the great things of God's law, and the 
peculiar doctrines of the goſpel of Chriſt, 
which he had fully digeſted in his own mind, 
and knew well how to repreſent to others, 
ſo as to impreſs and improve. His diſcourſes 
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were upon the moſt weighty and ſerious ſub- 
jets ; compoſed with judgment, diſpoſed in 
the beſt order, delivered with a manly dignity, 
#and a becoming warmth and zeal ; which 
engaged attention and gave delight, and ac- 
quired him the great eſteem of the ſerious 
and judicious in all the congregations where- 
ever he came. 

He excelled in prayer in general, and was 
remarkable for pertinence and fulneſs of mat- 
ter upon ſpecial occaſions. And you among 
whom he laboured, and over whom he pre- 
ſided, know with what affection and tender- 
neſs, with what faithfulneſs and diligence, 
he had his converſation among you; and with 
what fervency he poured out his ſoul in prayer 
to God for you. It highly concerns you to 
call to mind the many important truths he 
laid before you, and the many warnings he 
gave you; and to enquire what fruit you 
have brought forth, and in what circum- 
ſtances you are likely to meet your beloved 
paſtor and miniſter at the bar of God. May 
it be to his joy, and may you be his crown 
of rejoicing in the day of the Lord ! 

He was exemplary in all the relations of civil 
life, as a huſband, a father, a brother, a maſter, 
and 
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and friend: in tender affection, faithfülneſs, 
wiſdom, and prudence, he was an example 
to all around him. There are many prayers 
on the record of the divine remembrance, 
offered by him for you all, that will have an 
anſwer in God's own, time. And if you wiſh 
to meet him with comfort, and dwell for ever 
with him, forget not his advice to you, to be 
followers of him as he was of Chriſt, but no 
further. 

He was a warm advocate for civil and reli- 
gious liberty, and greatly rejoiced at the in- 
creaſe of both. His concern for the publick 
upon all occaſions was very diſcernible, and 
his petitions were fervent and ſuitable. The 
proteſtant intereſt lay near his heart, and he 
moſt earneſtly prayed for more of à ſpirit of 
love and unity amongſt the aſſertors of it. 

The death of faithful minifters has always 
been looked upon as an event that ſpeaks very 
loudly to thoſe among whom they laboured. 
And when I think how many miniſters of 
Chriſt" in this city and elſewhere have been 
removed of late by death, my ſpirits almoſt 
fail within me. Doth not this providence 
call upon us who are left to labour a little 
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longer in the vineyard, to be ſtedfaſt, un- 
moveable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord ? We ſhould call to mind, «that our 
work will ſoon be finiſhed, and the places and 
perſons which know us now, will ſoon know 
us no more for ever. May we be excited to 
greater diligence and faithfulneſs in that im- 
rtant work in which we are engaged, that 
when our Lord comes we may be ready al ſo! 
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A CaTALOGUE of the late Dr, Evans's Publications, * 


© 
I. GERMONS on the Scripture-Docuine of the Son 
a *. and Holy Spirit. 1766. Duo. 0 


II. A Collection of Hymns adapted to Publick Wor- 


+ ſhip. 1769. Duod. 6th Edit. * , 
| . III. 3 Addreſs to the ſerious and candid Profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity. 1772. Duod. Sth Edit. . 


| IV. « Chriſt Crucified; or the Scripture-Do&rine of 
7 the Atonement;“ in four Diſcoutſes upon that Subject. 
1789. Duod. 8 


V. Seventeen Occaſional Sermons, viz. Funeral Ser- 
mons—Sermons at the Ordination of Miniſters— On 
Fifth of November and on other public Occaſions. 


VI. Tracts—Aſſociation _— other fugitive 
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Some of the above Publications remain; and may be 
y had of C. Dilly, Poultry, London; and of any of the 
| Bookſellers in Briſtol, | * 
22 3 4 
i ) RIDES * 
* 8 — 


An ENGRAVING of the Rev. Dr. Evans is now in 
hand, and will be publiſhed as ſpeedily as poſſible. 


Subſcriptions received by the Rev. T. Thomas, Houndſ- 


ditch; by Mr. F. J. Evans, Staining-lane | 
Mr. Thomas "ul, loway, the Engravey Bache Row 


Hoxton : And by Mr. Robert Norton, and Mr, A. F. 
Evans, in Briſtol. Ts 


The Price will be 10s. 64. to be paid on Delive 
the Print. "Thoſe who wiſh to be ſupplied will os to 
give in their Names as early as poſſible, as the 9 
will be ſcrupulouſly delivered in the Order they are ſub- 
ſeribed for. © 


= 
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- 


-» Publiſhed by the Autmor of this Sermon : 
5 | 


scene on Perſonal Religion, in 2 vol; 
Duod. 2d Edit. 


II. Remarks on the Chriſtian Miniſter's Reaſons for 
adjniniſtering Baptiſm by ſprinkling, &c. Duod. 
+ HI. Diſcourſes on Domeſtick Duties. Octavo. 


— 


Iv. Diſcourſes on the Parable of the Sower, Octavo. 


: ” 
2d Edit. a. 4 


9 V. Sermons on the Divine Authority and vatious Uſe 
of the Holy Scriptures. Octavo, ,® 


IVI. Occaſional Sermons: 
VII. Other Tracts; 


The Second and Third of theſe Publications are out 


of print: The others to be had of the Bookſellers by 
whom this Sermon is publiſhed. 
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